
schools and the kids sizes 

were assessed. Target and 

Walmart helped by giving 

us additional discounts. Par-

ents have come directly to 

the store to thank us, and the 

children have written beauti-

ful thank you notes and had 

them delivered to the store. 

We would like to thank Nick 

and Peg Moore and Frances 

Cantrell for helping us pro-

vide something special for 

our community preschoolers 

this year! 

Preschoolerõs in the Council 

Bluffs community were 

treated to a special gift this 

yearñsnow pants and boots 

for kids whose families could 

not afford them. For some 

students, this was the first 

time they had received a 

new pair of boots and they 

were thrilled. One young 

man decided he needed to 

sleep in his boots because 

they were so special to him. 

The project was a collabora-

tion between the Thrift Store 

and Food Pantry and pre-

school teachers, Nick and 

Peg Moore and Frances 

Cantrell. We had originally 

thought about providing 

school supplies, but discov-

ered that there were a num-

ber of agencies already 

meeting that need. The 

teachers informed us that 

many children can not go out 

to play during the winter 

because they donõt have 

appropriate winter clothing. 

Parents were able to sign up 

for the program at their 

Snow Pants and Boots Brighten Preschoolerõs Lives 

Another Successful Holiday Care Project! 

For over 20 years, Commu-

nity of Christ Thrift Store and 

Food Pantry, in collaboration 

with Council Bluffs Schools, 

hospitals and Community 

churches and civic organiza-

tions have worked together 

to help people have a 

happy holiday. This year we 

were able to serve over 350 

families, more than one thou-

sand individuals. We couldnõt 

do it without you! Throughout 

the year, faithful volunteers 

are busy knitting hats and 

mittens, sewing blankets and 

Christmas stockings and col-

lecting gifts for people of all 

ages. School children have 

contests to see who can col-

lect the most non-perishable 

food items. Volunteers from 

many churches come to sort 

items, wrap gifts, cook lunch 

and deliver baskets. This 

week long event is exhaust-

ing for everyone, but the 

results are phenomenal as 

we are able to work to-

gether to help our commu-

nity. Thank you again for 

your loving support! 

A father wanted to 
read the paper, but 
was being bothered 
by his little daughter, 
Vanessa. Finally, he 
tore a sheet out of his 
magazine, on which 
was printed the map 
of the world. Tearing 
it into small pieces, 
he gave it to 
Vanessa, and said, 
"Go into the other 
room and see if you 
can put this together." 
After a few minutes, 
Vanessa returned 
and handed him the 
map correctly fitted 
together.  The father 
was surprised and 
asked how she had 
finished so quickly. 
"Oh," she said, "on 
the other side of the 
paper was a picture 
of Jesus. 
When I got Jesus in 
His place, then the 
world came out all 
right." 
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The Worldõs OK 



The Thrift Store and Food 

Pantry struggles just like eve-

ryone else, trying to òmake 

doó, with what we have, but 

recently we have had serious 

problems with two of our 

freezers and with a refrig-

erator. This makes it difficult 

to count on buying bulk per-

ishable food items for the 

food pantry since storage 

has been an issue. With lots 

of prayers and through the 

generosity of our friends at 

Community of Christ, Omaha 

Central Branch, a new refrig-

erator was purchased for the 

store. The Council Bluffs Pan-

try Association applied for 

and received a matching 

grant for equipment so we 

will also be able to purchase 

a new freezer in the near 

future. With these two pur-

chases we feel confident that 

we will once again be able 

to rely on our food storage. 

We would like to extend a 

special thanks to Omaha 

Central for coming to our 

rescue and the Council Bluffs 

Pantry Association for having 

the foresight to apply for an 

equipment grant.  

ings to the church"  
"Well, let's see," answers 
Peter, "that's worth another 2 
points. Did you do anything 
else?"  
 
"Two points? Golly. How 
about this: I started a soup 
kitchen in my city and worked 
in a shelter for homeless vet-
erans."  
"Fantastic, that's certainly 
worth a point, " he says.  
 
"hmmm...," the man says, "I 
was married to the same 
woman for 50 years and 
never cheated on her, even in 
my heart."  
"That's wonderful," says St. 
Peter, "that's worth three 

A man dies and goes to 
heaven. St. Peter meets him 
at the pearly gates.  
 
St. Peter says, "Here's how it 
works. You need 100 points 
to make it into heaven. You 
tell me all the good things 
you've done, and I give you 
a certain number of points 
for each item, depending on 
how good it was. When you 
reach 100 points, you get in."  
 
"Okay" the man says, "I at-
tended church every Sunday"  
"That's good, says St. Peter, " 
that's worth two points"  
 
"Two points?" he says. "Well, 
I gave 10% of all my earn-

points!"  
 
"THREE POINTS!!" the man 
cries, "At this rate the only 
way I get into heaven is by 
the grace of God!"  
 
"Come on in!"  

Something Old, Something New 

100 Points to Get into Heaven  

Wanted: Used Furniture and Appliances 

basic furniture to help furnish 

a new living space. We need 

your help.  If you are plan-

ning on redecorating, or up-

grading your appliances, 

before you throw your old 

items out, please call the 

Thrift Store at 712-328-

8122 and make arrange-

ments for us to pick up your 

used items. We do ask that 

all appliances are in working 

order, and furniture is clean 

and usable. Imagine the dif-

ference you can make in 

someoneõs life by providing 

them with a comfortable 

place to sit or sleep.  

With the economy being in 

turmoil, we have seen fewer 

donations of used furniture 

and appliances at the Thrift 

Store, but the need for these 

items is greater than ever.  

We are unable to meet the 

needs of many people who 

come to us in hopes of attain-

ing a bed to sleep on, or 
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Please continue to 
pray for our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti 

Thanks to Omaha 

Central Commu-
nity of Christ for 
our new refrig-
erator! 

 

Let us not be satis-

fied with just giving 

money. Money is not 

enough, money can 

be got, but they need 

your hearts to love 

them. So spread your 

love everywhere you 

go. ~  

Mother Teresa 

 


